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October 27, 2022

The Honorable Xavier Becerra

Secretary

Department of Health and Human Services
200 Independence Ave., SW

Washington, D.C. 20201

Dear Secretary Becerra,

We are writing to conduct oversight of the Office of Climate Change and Health Equity
(OCCHE) at the Department of Health and Human Services (HHS). Created by HHS in August
20211 as part of President Biden’s “Climate Crisis” Executive Order,? this office appears to serve
no other purpose than to expand the federal bureaucracy and divert federal taxpayer funds away
from HHS’s core missions. It is troubling that the Biden Administration continues to use
American taxpayer money to advance its radical Green New Deal agenda at a time of historically
high inflation and energy prices.® We request documents and information to determine how the
Biden Administration plans to use taxpayer funds at the OCCHE.

President Biden’s budget request for FY2023 includes $3 million for OCCHE.* The
Administration claims that transferring $3 million from taxpayers to OCCHE will decrease the
impacts of climate change,® but it is unclear what this money will be used for other than to
further expand the federal bureaucracy. According to the Administration, the requested $3
million will fund eight additional full-time positions within OCCHE,® positions currently filled—
in the absence of any congressional approval for funds—by detailees from agencies like the
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) and National Institutes of Health (NIH).’
HHS is planning to use even more taxpayer money to fund additional employees at OCCHE
when detailees are already carrying out the functions of the office. Based on Washington Post
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reporting about OCCHE, it appears that the office’s mission is to spend taxpayer dollars on
issues that other departments and agencies are tackling.®

Wasteful spending on a radical left-wing agenda is par for the course for this
Administration and has led to historic inflation® while Americans are experiencing declining real
wages.!® Sadly, this is not the only crisis Americans face. In the midst of an economic crisis, it
is unconscionable that the Biden Administration continues to spend millions on a duplicative
office while a rising number of teenagers across the United States are dying from fentany!!
flowing across this Administration’s open borders. With a staggering amount of fentanyl being
seized at the border'? and an unprecedented number of fentanyl-related deaths,'® our Committee
and Americans alike are confounded as to why this Administration is focused on spending on
new offices such as OCCHE rather than tackling the fentanyl crisis and saving American lives.

Instead of reversing course, the Administration has doubled down on its failed economic
policies fueled by wasteful spending and a disregard for taxpayer money. In fact, the President’s
FY2023 budget was filled with exorbitant federal spending on its radical Green New Deal
agenda, including $44.9 billion marked for climate initiatives.* It raises serious questions as to
why HHS is now spending millions of taxpayer dollars and expanding the federal bureaucracy
when Americans are struggling to pay their energy bills, buy gas and groceries, and pay for
transportation to and from work.

To assist Committee Republicans in conducting oversight and to provide transparency
into the Biden Administration’s use of taxpayer money on the OCCHE, please provide the
following documents and information no later than November 10, 2022 covering the time period
January 20, 2021 to the present:

1. All documents and communications relating to the creation of the OCCHE;

2. All documents and communications relating to the intended use of $3 million in taxpayer
funds at the OCCHE;

3. All documents and communications referring or relating to the scope of the OCCHE’s
legal and policymaking authority;
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4. All documents and communications containing a list of personnel currently employed or
detailed to OCCHE, or any document referring to an individual who is intended to
become an employee or detailee to OCCHE.

Thank you for your consideration of this important issue. To make arrangements to
deliver documents or ask any related follow-up questions, please contact Committee on
Oversight and Reform Republican Staff at (202) 225-5074. The Committee on Oversight and
Reform is the principal oversight committee of the U.S. House of Representatives and has broad
authority to investigate “any matter” at “any time” under House Rule X. Thank you in advance
for your cooperation with this inquiry.

Sincerely,
JamaComer Yvétte Herrell
Ranking Member Ranking Member
Committee on Oversight and Reform Subcommittee on Environment

cc: The Honorable Carolyn Maloney, Chairwoman
Committee on Oversight and Reform

The Honorable Ro Khanna, Chairman
Subcommittee on Environment



